
From the Faculty and Staff of VT Biochemistry
We hope you enjoy this commemorative Commencement 2020 program. Although we 
cannot celebrate in person this year, this does not diminish the significant 
accomplishments of our graduates. Biochemistry is one of the most challenging majors at 
Virginia Tech, and we are proud of our students’ achievements. Of note, the class of 2020 
is the 50th class of students to receive the B.S. degree in Biochemistry from Virginia Tech.  
Congratulations and Enjoy! There are three videos contained in this program. Each can be 
accessed by clicking on an image. We begin with a short video on “A Day in the Life of a VT 
Biochemistry student”

www.biochem.vt.edu








Presenting Our Graduates!!
Click the image below for the Commencement Procession, and wait for the video to load.

Congratulations to the Class of 2020. The BS degree in Biochemistry is a rigorous and 
challenging program of study, and we commend you for your intelligence and diligence 
in mastering the chemistry of life. We also recognize the efforts of parents, families 
and friends who provided you with key support during your education here at Virginia 
Tech. On behalf of the many faculty, graduate students and staff in Biochemistry, it has 
been our honor to mentor, advise, and teach you. We hope you will use your education 
and training in the spirit of Ut Prosim, and leave a lasting impact on the world.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non 
proident, sunt in 

Culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum. Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus
error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae
ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim
ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni
dolores eos qui 

Ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit 
amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore
et dolore magnam aliquam quaerat voluptatem.

Student Profiles and Achievements

Meet Our First VT-Biochemistry Advisory Board
Dr. Ryan Burnette (BS ’99, PhD ‘03), Merrick and Company, is an international 
biosecurity and biosafety expert and entrepreneur. Dr. Patricia Erickson (BS ‘90), 
is Professor of Biology at Salisbury University, and is an expert in science learning 
and pedagogy. Anh Tran (BS ’06) is Senior Research Associate at Novozymes 
Biological, Inc. These three dedicated alumni met with the department in 
October, and provided us with feedback on a variety of topics. First and 
foremost, our developing Advisory Board is helping us to enhance career 
opportunities for both undergraduate and graduate students in Biochemistry. 
Caitlin O’Connell, J.D.  (BS ‘13), Dr. Barbara Solow (PhD ‘97), and Mr. William B. 
Downey will be joining the board in 2020. If you are interested in sharing your 
expertise and serving on our board, please email Dr. Gillaspy at gillaspy@vt.edu.  

Zoom Connect with our Careers Course
Several alumni have given their time back to VT in our undergraduate Career’s 
class. You can participate from anywhere in the world with an internet 
connection, and share your career experiences. Please contact Ms. Amy Rasor, 
our undergraduate advisor at arasor@vt.edu. Hokie Mentorship Connect is a new 
service that matches alumni mentors with VT students. For more info see 
https://mentoring.career.vt.edu. Biochemistry is particularly interested in Flash 
Mentoring, which only takes 1-2 hours. Please consider joining our Virginia Tech 
Department of Biochemistry  LinkedIn site at: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7063375/

Visit Us!
The department welcomes visitors. Each year we host alumni visitors who are willing to give a seminar, 
meet with students, and talk about careers or other professional development issues. Please contact Dr. 
Muhkopadhyay if interested at  bmukhopa@vt.edu. If you are interested in dropping by the department, 
please feel free to do so; please contact Ms. Zerita Montgomery at zerita@vt.edu
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Enjoy this 10 minute slide show of Student Profiles and Achievements
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Let’s Go! Hokies!

Good Luck to the Class of 2020



www.biochem.vt.edu

You know where to find us…….




